
 

 

February 14, 2021 
 

Chair Fred Prehn 
Members of the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board 
PO Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707 

 
Re: Action Item #2A - Establishing a Wolf Harvest Quota 

 
 

Dear Chair Prehn and Members of the Natural Resources Board, 
 

Recognizing the current court order directing the department to hold a wolf harvest this winter, 
Wisconsin Green Fire (WGF) would like to comment on the proposed harvest quota of 200 wolves to be 
hunted and trapped between February 22-28, 2021 which you are considering in this action item. We 
believe that a harvest quota of 200 wolves in mid-winter will be excessive for several reasons. 

 
The harvest of 200 wolves represents about 20% of the minimum count of wolves outside of Indian 
reservations in late winter 2020, when 994-1015 wolves were counted. In past state harvests, 14-33 % 
of the previous minimum count outside of reservations have been used set fall harvests. Generally our 
experience shows that harvest by humans of 22-30% of wolf populations are possible, without reducing 
wolf populations. The 2013 harvest of 33%, the highest in any of the three years in that period, resulted 
in a nearly 20% reduction of the state wolf population. 

 
We are on uncharted ground today and there is a high level of uncertainty about the effect of a 20% 
level of harvest applied to a midwinter wolf population. We know that about 9.4% of the wolf 
population die from illegal kill annually, and this rate likely rises during periods when no wolf harvest or 
lethal controls are possible. Annually about 25% of wolves die from all causes. A large percentage of the 
illegal kill occurs in fall and early winter and contributes to our likely mid-winter population being 
around 15% smaller than a peak fall population. Thus a harvest of 200 animals today would be applied 
to a smaller winter population of wolves, and be additive to the significant number of illegal kills we 
know occur each season. 

 
There are several other areas of concerns. Harvests in winter will be during the wolf breeding season, 
and hunting at this time could disrupt wolf packs. Breeding wolves removed from the population would 
suffer lags between when new breeders can join packs, and likely reduce breeding activity in packs. 
Also females that are already impregnated will be killed with little chance of being replaced in packs. 
Many packs may likely dissolve and disperse, contributing to more nuisance behavior, not less. 

 
Disruptions of wolf packs from hunting activities, especially use of hounds, which will occur across wolf 
range in a mid-winter hunt, will be very disruptive to wolf tracking efforts. This tracking is necessary for 
wolf population monitoring with occupancy modeling, which will be key for establishing quotas and 
goals for the fall 2021 wolf harvest. 
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Because no updated wolf plan is currently in place to inform the harvest system, we recommend that any 

harvest of the wolf population should remain conservative. 

 
A conservative approach is especially important during this late winter period when we will expect that the 

primary hunting / trapping methods will be hunting with hounds and use of cable- restraints. Neither of 

these methods were used extensively in previous wolf seasons that occurred almost completely in fall and 

early winter. 

 
In this environment with so many unknowns, the precautionary principle suggests we apply a 

conservative harvest goal for the mid-winter wolf hunt. We believe a harvest of about 10% of last winter's 

minimum count or about 100 wolves would be a reasonable level to allow some hunting opportunity, 

while minimizing negative effects of a wolf harvest. 
 

Whatever quota for a hunt may be established, it is critical that the department allocate the quota 

across the State's six wolf zones so the impacts of population reduction are not disproportionate. 
 
It is also critical to continue the requirement that all harvested wolves be submitted to DNR staff for  

carcass inspections - providing important data for population management. 

 
Wisconsin Green Fire looks forward to continuing to work with the Department on development of a 

scientifically sound wolf harvest in fall 2021, and in updating the state wolf plan. We recognize that wolf 

harvest this winter may be dictated by court action, but we urge a conservative quota to minimize 

disruptions of the wolf population and the ability of the Department to accurately count and assess 

population status to plan future harvests. 
 
 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Fred Clark 
Executive Director 

Adrian Wydeven 
Co-Chair of Wildlife Working Group 
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