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arrative™ that will be available online
se presentations.

| ~€ jon in my “10 minutes” is to provide a brief
rview of issues relating to lakebeds and riverbeds
)asec ‘on my experience working on these issues for
-;._—-_%".“r" —-'a t 50 years (37 years at the Wisconsin Department
_;«, GfNatural Resources (WDNR))

® [-am now retired and am Co-Chair of the Public
Trust/WetIands Working Group of Wisconsin’s Green Fire

® WI’s Green Fire want to assure that these public trust
lands remain open to all the public
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s from the WI Constitution,
‘GCIIOH 1

y of common law, which holds all navigable
trust by the state for the public
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;.;.5. te ' Wlsconsm has an affirmative duty to protect and

— ™

0 e_s_erve these public trust waters
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':Iature has no more authority to emancipate
)m the obligation resting upon it . . . to preserve
‘neflt of all the people forever the enjoyment
awgable waters within its boundaries, than it
~hz — donate the school fund or the state capitol to a
:»_-:'? ‘;f'_; private purpose.”

Priewe v. WI Land & Improvement Co.
(1899)




® Devoted to public trust
purposes and open to the

) A /) | public

2SO = @ @Reld  ® Minimal area relative to
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— & After years of litigation,
?”' ~they were removed

~ after the Wisconsin
~ Supreme Court found
they were in violation
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Residential Proposals

~- g

-
.—-

— -
- — a.—-~
e — -" .l-
| ——

— aukee
= ”;Q‘Sheboygan
~—® Two Rivers

® Madison

A % WISCONSIN’S

nfire



n a ceptable publlc trust use?

ssure the project is public and not

ke e developments

‘.-—

: -3eddeve|opment proposals in Ashland, Kenosha,
— -Sturgeon Bay, and, in last years Legislative session, Racine
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and Ore Dock- Proposal to put hoteland
jiniums in abandoned M‘_ ? the =
Lake Superior

Photo credit: WDNR
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t“ Lake Michigan
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e Originally- 56 acres of lakebed
fill proposed

e Current proposal- 20 acres of
fill material

e Created some public

amenities- but raises significant

guestions re: alternatives that
will not result in loss of public
trust waters

e Withdrawn after review by
State and Federal agencies
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e limited mechanisms to allow public trust uses

._-.;.‘ "‘-.'. -
Y .
] I.e

’J '-

-

mcludmg the Legislature, can authorize uses
ch _*s dicate the public trust

Lake ebed areas, even after they are filled, remain public
»:‘: 3 ed subject to the public trust doctrine

=== -.;D'ue to the high monetary value of these lands, there is
~~ always a desire to develop them commercially
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Eight (now Harbor House)
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d Station

3each and South Shore Terrace
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3 Iso protected public trust lands
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Rlver and “Riverlink guidelines”- developed
f Milwaukee proposed permanently moored
. its, bars and other commercial venues on
,#"-‘ifi-:“v-'— River
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.,; W|th Iakebeds these river shorelines are important
'“'publlc trust lands
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the State of Wisconsin, has a solemn
1I|ty to all the citizens of the state

nust be actively involved

_ must keep these concepts in mind, and we must
con: der the “cumulative impacts” of our activities

-— ...-’..

.', ed on almost 50 years working on these issues, it is
-chear these public trust lands could, without V|g|Iance be
~ lost to the public for commercial or residential uses
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Issues-

Just
- A~

5 Green Fire recognizes that t reservation and
lic trust lands and waters goe ond traditional
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o) ven space, accessible to all citizens, has been
rtlcally important over the past two years.
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olvement
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vill continue to be challenging. It is critical
ns get involved and provide input into the

"i

_.4- SENNS

deusmns that continue to be made relative to

’:"*\ -

‘tﬁese public trust lands and amenities.

= Thank youl!
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www.wigreenfire.org
Michael Cain
cainmjc@gmail.com
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